STATE OF MARYLAND 


HALL OF RECORDS 


ANNAPOLIS MorRRIS L. RADOFF 
ARCHIVIST AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATOR 


GUST SKORDAS 
ASSISTANT ARCHIVIST 


REX BEACH 


May 2h, 1956 ASSISTANT RECORDS ADMINISTRATOR 


Dr. J. E. Fields 
108 Scott Street 
Joliet, Illinois 


Dear Dr. Fields: 


Your letter of May 10th, requesting information about 
colonial paper money, has been referred to me for reply. 


I believe I can be most helpful to you by listing all of 
the emissions of paper money, usually called "bills of credit," 
issued in Maryland during the Colonial and Revolutionary Periods. 
I will indicate after each emission the number of items we have in 
our collection. 


Emission 


Emission 
Emission 
Emission 


Emission 


Emission 


Emission 


of 1733 (Ch. 6, Acts of 1733) - 58 books of unsigned 
bills of credit. 


of 1767 (Ch. 26, Acts of November 1766) - one item. 
of 1770 (Ch. 1h, Acts of 1769) - 15 items. 
of 177) (Ch. 26, Acts of November 1773) - two items. 


of July 26, 1775 (Resolution of the Convention, 
adopted July 26, 1775) - None. 


of December 7, 1775 (Resolution of the Convention, 
adopted January 13, 1776) - one item. 


of August 1h, 1776 (Resolution of the Convention, 
adopted November 9, 1776) = one item. 


"Black Money" (Ch. 2h, Acts of June 1780) - none. 


"Red Money" (Ch. 23, Acts of May 1781) = none. 


Most of these items we pur chased from the American Library 
Service, 117 West 8th Street, New York City. A few others were given 
to us by private individuals. It is possible also that we have other 


examples of paper currency in our extensive collection of 
Revolutionary papers and among our Colonial Court papers, but 
these records are not indexed so as to produce the information 
you seek. 


It may be of interest to you also to know that we have 
the account books relating to most of the emissions I have listed 
above. 


I should like very much to see your article when it 
appears. If it is not too much trouble, will you send me a 
reprint, or let me know when it is published? 


If I can be of any further help please do not hesitate 
to call on me. 


Sincerely yours; 


Akovdhar 


Gust Skordas 


GS/e 


MARYLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


201 West Monument Street Baltimore 1, Maryland 


GrorceE L. RapDciirFe James W. Foster 
President Director 


June 12, 1956. 


Dr. J. E. Fields, 
108 Scott Street, 
Joliet, Illinois. 


Dear Dr. Fields: 


We have a collection of Colonial and 
Revolutionary War paper money. Some of it is mounted 
in albums and some has not been integrated at all. 

A rough estimate of the quantity would be about 300 
items of Maryland Colonial paper money and about 
200 for the other Colonies. The currency came from 


many sources and its provenance has not been recorded. 
Sincerely yours, 


Fractal. Hats 


Francis ©. Haber, 
Librarian. 


June 21, 1965 


Maryland Historical Society 
620 Park Avenue 3 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Gentlemen: 


On the back of the Maryland paper money 
of 1775 and 1776 is the motto SUB,CLY. PEO, Would 
you be kind enough to teil me what that means? 

I need the information to inelude in a book I am 
writing on Colonial peper money, 


I enclose a photocopy of a typical bill 
of credit on which the motto is used. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 


MARYLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


201 West Monument Street _ Baltimore 1, Maryland 
Mulberry 5-3750 
Grorcg L. RADCLIFFE Harotp R. MANAKEE 
President Director 


July 13, 1965 


Mr.Eric P,. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear: Mr. Newman: 


I find from a Latin Dictionary that the word "clypeo" 

is a variation of "clipeo" which is defined as the 

round brass shield carried by the Roman soldiers. We 

are familiar with such shields from contemporary pictures, 


The motto appearing on the three shilling note, a copy 
of which you sent, can therefore be supposed to mean 
"under the shield! Perhaps by estimation, this could be 
supposed to mean "protected," 


Very truly yours, 


John D, Kilbourne 
Librarian 


JDK srwk 


August 9, 1965 


Mr,.Mareus A, MeCorison, 
American fntiquarian Society Eric P. Newman 


Dear Mr, MeCorisons: 


I need an illustration of the Maryland paper money 
issue of June 8, 1780 and I believe you have a $1 note. 


If it is in nice condition, I would very much like 
to borrow it and make a Xerox copy for illustration, I will 
return it the same day I receive it. 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/» tb 


Is AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 


Worcester 9, Massachusetts 36> MARCUS A. McCORISON, Librarian 


16 August 1965 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


I am sending you xerox copies of the Maryland 
one dollar note. If these are not satisfactory, 
I can send the original to you. Incidentally, 
note that the date is June 28, 1780, rather 
than June 8. 


Sincerely 7yours, 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
P.O. Box 14020 
St. Lovis, Missouri 63178 


AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY U.S. POSTAGE 
Salisbury St. Cor. Park Avenue ; 
WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS 01609 : ta 


Sf STS 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
P.O. Box 1020 


St. Louis, Missouri 


FORM #105 


TO 


MEMORANDUM August 19, 1965 


Mr. Marcus A.McCorison 
American Antiquarian Society FROM Eric P. Newman 


Dear Mr. McCorison: 

Thank you, very much, for the Xerox copies of the Maryland 
June 28, 1780 issue. 

Apparently you do not have the June 8, 1780 issue, which 
is a separate issue. 

Thanks for your customary cooperation, in any event. 


Sincerely yours, 


February 11, 1966 


Mr. Richard August 
186 Waterman Street 
Providence, Rhode Island 


Dear Mr. Auguat: 


The copper plate you submitted containing an engrav- 
ing peers to be a $6 Meryland bill of credit of the 
April 10, 177) emission has been carefully studied. 


; I am enclosing a photocopy of a genuine bill of the 
identical denomination and issue and you will note that the 
genuine bills are made from a combination of set type, engraved 
border cuts end an engraved arms cut rather than from an 
intaglio. Therefore the plate is not genuine. 


I eam enclosing a photocopy of a counterfeit of the $6 
1770 issue which was printed at that time from an engraved 
plate but you will note that the position and sise of the 
avenue ing is altogether different from that on your engraved 
plate. 


The plate has an error in that the *t" is omitted in 
the word "at" on the fifth line of the text. This is appar- 
ently because the “at did not print well in the original bills. 
At the end of the eighth line the word "AN*® is much oversize 
in both the original and on the pletej similerly, every letter, 
ornament and vignette in the original is exactly the same general 
gige as on the plate and in the same general position. 


In examining the plate one can see thet the second "L* 
of the word "BILL" in the seventh line is badly eaten away with 
acid as are areas around "ND" in "LONDON® in the fifth line 
and the center of the "R® in "MARYLAND. You will also note 
thet the first "C" in the Roman date is only partially etched. 
Thie proves, positively, that the plate is a photoengraving 
of poor quality and was intended to make souvenirs or fakes. 
The photoengraving precess was, of course, not developed 
until after photogrephy was developed and therefore the plate 


Page 2 February 11, 1966 
Mr. Richerd August 3 


would have to be produced within the last 100 years. 


| If the plate hed numbering or signatures on it it 
eould heve been for an illustration in a book but since it has 
neither it appears that it is intended to be filled in by hand. 


You therefore have @ plate for a modern fake and do 
not heve a Colonial counterfeit plate. The plate is returned 
herewith and, unfortunately, is of no importance, 


It was @ pleasure to have the opportunity to examine 


this item. 
ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 

EP 

atb 


P.S, I assume you forgot to enclose the $1 as it was not 
the package. . 
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Society of Token, Medal and Obsolete 
Paper Money Collectors 


MRS. LUCY A. KELLY, SECRETARY AND TREASURER 
3410 FORD STREET 
McKEESPORT, PA. 


President 
DR. GEORGE FULD 
Baltimore, Md. 


First Vice President 
JAMES J. CURTO 
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Board of Governors 
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PAUL HAMM 
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I PROMISE to pay the Bearer hereof/on demand, in 
exchange for this Ticket,/the sum of SIX PENCE, in 
the Bills/of Credit emitted under the Act of last 
May/Session, for Value received in the said Bill,/ 
lodged in my Hands for the purpose./Dated at 
Annapolis the 8th Day of August/1781. 
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